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Rwanda Challenge 2023
Recent Highlights

May/June 2022 — Team of eleven assisted potential students with English and computer training.

January 2023 — 3rd Cohort (eighteen students) started their first two MACU-Rwanda classes.
		   





Upcoming Events

     March 2023 —  Frank and Scott plan to share with churches in Virginia and North Carolina and 
		      attend the MACU Rally on March 23-24.

     May 2023 — Dr. Bane Angles to teach Introduction to Homiletics in Rwanda for Cohort 1 and 2.



Facebook: Rwanda Challenge
Twitter: @rwandachallenge
Instagram@RwandaChallenge
Prayer Requests (Phil. 1:9-11)

Ask for wisdom and discernment in equipping Rwandan church leaders.

Thank God for the next generation of Rwandans who desire to advance His Kingdom.

Ask God to remove the final hurdles delaying the purchase of “the rainbow building” or to close that door.


                                 February  2023


The Vision
Local church leaders throughout Rwanda who have the capacity to lead the Rwandan Church and become missionaries to neighboring countries.


January Trip 2022
Presently, we have seven people planning to join the January team. The focus will be twofold; 1. continue the soft launch phase of MACU-Rwanda and 2. assist more potential students with English proficiency and computer training.
Dr. Bane Angles, Director of Educational Partnerships, plans to teach Christian Formation beginning January 10. Frank plans to teach College Success, an introduction to college, beginning January 17.
Three team members will help students prepare for their English proficiency; required to be accepted into the A.A. program.
Please pray!
Scott McClimans, Assistant    Director of Rwanda Challenge
In May, while we were in Rwanda, Mt. Nyiragongo, in neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo, erupted without much warning.  Probably worse than the eruption were the earthquakes that followed over the course of about two weeks. Several 4.5+ magnitude quakes in a row were felt in Kigali, which is about sixty miles southeast of the affected region.  While some of those tremors were merely unnerving for us, they damaged hundreds of homes on both sides of the border nearer the epicenter.

Rwanda Challenge partnered with International Disaster Emergency Services (ides.org) to assist victims
of this disaster. IDES provided a grant to be distributed by RC. Theophile Rugubira, Rwanda Director of RC, coordinated efforts in Rwanda with the assistance of church leaders from among the Harvest Christian Churches.  A one-month supply of food, kitchen utensils, bedsheets/blankets, water cans, and Bibles were distributed to sixty-four families in Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. This relief effort was completed in early November.
 
Theophile reported, “It was such a blessing to assist victims of the volcano eruption. They were overwhelmed by Jesus’ love to receive the different items. One lady told she is now ‘sleeping in heaven’ (as) she never (had) such bedsheets and blankets in her life.  She is 54 years old. I was so excited to represent IDES and give the support to families.”  Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who have been impacted by this natural disaster, as they recover and rebuild.
RC counts it a blessing to partner with IDES and the Church in Rwanda to relieve some of the suffering in our world.
Do these students have the English and computer skills needed to accomplish their course work? That is one of the significant hurdles in students receiving an associate degree. Dr. Tammy Bishop, Department Chair, Academic Foundations at Wayne Community College, Goldsboro, NC has prepped Team Rwanda with their teaching schedule, content, and follow-up exercises for the Rwandan students.
RC Emergency Fund: As we enter February, Kigali has been on lockdown for two weeks. With Covid cases and deaths increasing we expect the lockdown to continue. When confined to their home, a difficult situation for the poor increases significantly. Last year, we were able to provide $5,000 to help provide food for Rwandan preachers and their families during the earlier lockdown. The need has returned. You can help by sending a gift to Rwanda Challenge and write “RC Emergency Fund” on the memo line; or go to www.rwandachallenge.com/rc---emergency-fund to give electronically.
A New Ball for Christmas

To paraphrase the Apostle Paul, “When I was a child I often wanted a ball for Christmas; a football, a baseball, a basketball. But when I became a man (or old man), I put childish ways behind me.” On Christmas Day 2022, I (Frank) received a new ball for my right hip. 

I slipped on the ice at our home on Christmas Eve. All my weight landed on my right hip. Immediately I thought, I might have just broken my hip. X-rays confirmed my speculation. A new ball (partial hip replacement) was put in on Christmas Day. The doctors and physical therapists say I am doing great in my recovery.
Children assisted by IDES grant.
Building Update

We have been ready to purchase the building and property (“The Rainbow Building”) beginning January 2021. Most of you are aware this has been held up in court due to the spouse of one of the owners filing for divorce and challenging the sale. After multiple complications (courts closed at times due to Covid and legal maneuverings by the spouse) we want to believe we are close to the end. The spouse has withdrawn her divorce filing. Now we are waiting for the court to release the building for sale purposes.

Theophile recently met with the lawyer for the owners. The two are friends from the past and the meeting was positive. Theophile was able to clarify our journey in the entire process. This was new information for the lawyer. He will write a letter for the court which should result in the building being freed up. Please pray.

Yes, we have been actively looking at other buildings and properties. Even with inflation, “The Rainbow Building” continues to look like our best options. 
￼
￼
￼
￼
￼
Rwanda Challenge has a four-phase plan in partnership with Africa Hope Initiatives and Mid-Atlantic Christian 
University to offer an affordable AA degree.
That leaves us with the English proficiency obstacle.
So, Africa Hope Initiatives is seeking an International grant for the purpose of providing English and technology training 
for potential students desiring to enter a degree program in higher education.
While we were in Rwanda, Mt. Nyiragongo, a volcano in neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo, erupted without much warning.  Probably worse than the eruption were the earthquakes that followed over the course of about two weeks.  Several 4.5+ magnitude quakes in a row were felt in Kigali, which is about 60 miles southeast of the affected region.  While some of those tremors were merely unnerving for us, they damaged hundreds of homes on both sides of the border nearer the epicenters. Two church leaders in the English proficiency training are from the city of Gisenyi, closest to the volcano.  They were with us in Kigali and rushed back to their families once the earthquakes began in earnest.  Fortunately, their families survived, but their homes, the church buildings, and the homes of many in their congregations and communities were damaged.  Many families were sleeping outside on the ground for fear that the houses would collapse on them in the night. 
Several weeks before the trip Frank & I met via Zoom with Randy Jones, project director with International Disaster Emergency Services (IDES) and discussed ways RC & IDES might partner in the region.  When news of the damage reached Kigali, we decided to contact IDES about relief opportunities and completed an application for a grant to provide food, household necessities, and Bibles through the churches.  In the weeks after we departed, Theophile visited the area to survey damage.  A contribution made by Cornerstone Church of Christ, Chatham, Virginia, was used to distribute food to some of the families on that trip.  At the end of July, we received approval for a grant from IDES for $26,600.  We are thankful that God connected RC and IDES in advance of this need!  Relief work is outside the scope of RC’s current mission.  Nevertheless, if we can connect resources to needs in these situations, Frank and I both believe that is what Jesus would want.  Please be in prayer for those still dealing with the aftermath of this natural disaster.  Look for more updates in future editions to see how this effort progresses.

Many of you have asked, “Where do you stand with the building?”  The development of a campus in Rwanda remains a necessary piece of the puzzle as the MACU-Rwanda program moves forward. In our last update we mentioned that a court date of January 17 had been set. Theophile, Frank, and Scott hoped to receive good news to share with you while we were still in Rwanda. Instead, two additional court dates have come and gone (January 26 and March 2), and a third date is now scheduled. We have been assured that on April 12, 2022 the court will meet with both parties and make a final ruling. Rwanda Challenge is not a party in the matter before the court, but a favorable ruling will allow us to proceed with the purchase. Please pray over the coming weeks for a favorable outcome from the court on April 12 and negotiations with the owners.
This journey has required patience from everyone involved, and we especially appreciate your patience. The delay has presented both opportunities and obstacles. RC has shared the mission with many more people over the months and seen the amazing generosity of our friends and supporters in that time. Nevertheless, we have made little progress on this critical component of the program, plus prices continue to rise in Rwanda as inflation takes a similar path as it has in the United States.
These issues are a significant concern to all of us, but we recognize they are out of our control. However, God holds all things in His hands!  Join us as we rest in the knowledge that the LORD always provides for our needs, he never sleeps, never wearies, and “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him and are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28, NIV). Look for an update from RC in mid-April once we have details on the ruling. -SM
Distribution of food and supplies provides relief for victims of the Mt. Nyiragongo volcano.
By MONUSCO Photos - 3, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=106597494
2021 Mount Nyiragongo eruption.
At the time of writing the volcano/earthquake relief project is over two-thirds complete.  This project is being funded by a grant from International Disaster Emergency Services (ides.org). Theophile has coordinated these efforts in Rwanda with the assistance of church leaders from among the Harvest Christian Churches.  A one month supply of food, kitchen utensils, bedsheets/blankets, water cans, and Bibles were distributed to 64 families in Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  A follow-up distribution of food is scheduled for late October.  
Theophile reported, “It was such a blessing to assist victims of the volcano eruption. They were overwhelmed by Jesus’ love to receive the different items.  One lady told she is now ‘sleeping in heaven’ (as) she never (had) such bedsheets and blankets in her life.  She is 54 years old. I was so excited to represent IDES and give the support to families.”  Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who have been impacted by this natural disaster, as they recover and rebuild.
Theophile reported, “It was such a blessing to assist victims of the volcano eruption. They were overwhelmed by Jesus’ love to receive the different items. One lady told she is now ‘sleeping in heaven’ (as) she never (had) such bedsheets and blankets in her life.  She is 54 years old. I was so excited to represent IDES and give the support to families.”  Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ who have been impacted by this natural disaster, as they recover and rebuild.
RC counts it a blessing to partner with IDES and the Church in Rwanda to relieve some of the suffering in our world.
What a difference six months can make! On this trip, there were no tests, no passenger locator forms, and no masks!    But there was also no Frank. As a result, there was still some      anxiety for me (Scott). Nevertheless, as we have witnessed so often, the Lord provided everything that we needed and more.

Accompanied by Dr. Bane Angles of Mid-Atlantic Christian University, I landed in Kigali on January 5 with the task of launching MACU-Rwanda’s third cohort. As we began meeting with some of the 18 students, I was once again reminded of how vast God’s kingdom really is and how hard the    Rwandan people are willing to work to build a better life. Well over half of the students in Cohort 3 are already enrolled in courses in Rwandan universities. Most, if not all, are employed in some kind of job to provide for their families’ daily needs. Some students, in addition to university courses and jobs, are also engaged in ministries with local churches or parachurch organizations. And yet, they still find time to be hospitable, grateful, and welcoming! I often come away from our visits wondering who learned the most, the students or the teachers. This trip was no exception.
We were glad to have Dr. Bane back with us this year after a positive COVID test halted his trip in 2022 at the last minute. He is very passionate about students, ministry, and the subject matter for his course:    Christian Formation. Slightly less than half the courses students will take in the program are with in-person instructors. This makes those courses that have professors in Rwanda so valuable. In addition to those who sponsor students directly, Rwanda Challenge’s donors help fund the travel expenses related to having this key, face-to-face interaction between students and professors. If you are a donor, thank you for your  generosity. If you are not a donor, please join those who make this important mission possible.
Cohort 3
Twelve of the eighteen MACU-Rwanda students in Cohort 3 pictured with Dr. Bane Angles (center),
Theophile Rugubira, Rwanda Director of Rwanda Challenge (second on the left), and Scott McClimans, U.S. Associate Director of Rwanda Challenge (far right).
https://christianstandard.com/2023/02/macu-and-rwanda-challenge-partner-to-educate-pastors/
MACU-Rwanda Building Update

At the end of January, the Rwandan judge ruled in the marital dispute to release the sale of the building. This has been a long journey, but we think, and pray, the end, or should I say beginning, is near. 

In January 2021 Rwanda Challenge was ready to purchase “the rainbow building.” Then we discovered the spouse of one of the owners was contesting the sale in court. Time elapsed, court dates were postponed, and new steps were included by the judge. As time stretched forward, we began to consider other buildings and alternatives. Nothing seemed to compare with “the rainbow building.” We were ready to make an offer on two adjoining properties, but they had just been sold.

Today there are two more hurdles with “the rainbow building.” When the judge ruled the building could be sold, he also gave thirty days for an appeal. By early March we should know if the owners are free to sell. The next hurdle is inflation. In January 2021 we were ready financially to purchase the building. In March 2023 we no longer know the price.

We continue to trust God for the next step. Will you join us in prayer as we wait on Him?


